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The Conflicts in African Great Lakes Region and its 
Impact on the Good Governance 




This paper addresses the issue of the relationship between ethnic 
conflicts and the governance crisis in the Great Lakes region by focusing 
on the causes of conflict, the nature of governance, administration and 
constitutional status in the major countries of the region (Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Uganda, Burundi and Rwanda). The researcher used 
the descriptive method based on observation secondary data and 
previous studies related to the case. The paper concluded that the 
conflict in one country affects the rest of the region because of the 
proximity and ethnic overlap between these countries. In addition, the 
conflicts in these countries influenced the effectiveness of the 
government, Good governance and peaceful circulation of power and 
violations of human rights. Moreover, the paper reached the leaders of 
these four countries that took over the rule of arms and ruled by force so 
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Introduction: 
The establishment of the Organization of African Unity in 1963 in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, with which 37 independent African nations sought to 
promote Unity, Good governance, Human Rights and development, 
respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of its members, eradicate 
all forms of colonialism, promote international cooperation, and 
coordinate members economic, diplomatic, educational, health, welfare, 
scientific, and defense policies. The organization mediated and resolved 
several border disputes and internal conflicts that affected the continent 
specifically the biggest crisis arisen in the Great Lakes Region that can 
be traced back to 1960, when the conflict in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo began, and it has been recurrent since the early 1990s  
In this paper, I will analyze the root causes of the conflicts and its 
impact on the good governance and human rights in the four core 
African Great Lakes Region countries, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda as a model of African Conflicts. It is clear 
that once conflicts arise in any of the core states of the region, they do 
not remain self-contained, and other countries immediately become 
involved. For instance, the current crisis in Burundi and Eastern DRC 
has affected the situation in Western Uganda and Rwanda due to the 
porous nature of the borders, blood ties, and common culture and shared 
values among the peoples straddling these borders. This further 
complicates and worsens the conflict(s), leaving the area fragile and 
susceptible to genocide and war crimes  
Governance Status in the Democratic Republic of the Congo: 
The DRC achieved its independence, from Belgium colonization, in 
1960, as the result of a widespread and increasingly radical pro-
independence movement, led by Patrice Lumumba and Joseph Kasa-
Vubu. Politically, executive power was shared between President Kasa-
Vubu and Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba in a system known as 
bicephalisme  
However, the poor relations between factions within the Congo, 
the continued involvement of Belgium in Congolese affairs, and 
intervention by major parties of the Cold War between the West and 
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East, with former superpowers (the United States of America and the 
former Union of Soviet Socialists Republics) and their ideological club 
members pulling strings through commissions in the Congo and 
neighboring countries. (1) , led to a five-year period of war and political 
instability. Patrice Lumumba was arrested and assassinated in 1961, and 
the President, Kasa-Vubu, was unable to provide stability in the country. 
This was known as the Congo Crisis, which lasted from 1960 to 1965, 
and saw bad governance and Human Rights violations  
The crisis ended with the seizure of power by Joseph-Desire 
Mobutu, whose rule oversaw severe abuses of Human Rights in the 
country for 32 years, and was ultimately brought to an end by a rebellion 
led by Laurent Kabila, which erupted in October 1996 in Eastern Congo, 
and ousted him in May 1997. The following year, Kabila himself faced a 
rebellion, and he was assassinated in 2001. Power was eventually 
handed to his son, the current President, Joseph Kabila, who has failed to 
improve Human Rights protection in the country  
Democratic Republic of Congo DRC Governance and Human Rights 
Situation 
Human Rights in DRC have been affected by the conflicts that 
began in the country a few months after it declared independence in 
1960. Governance, Human Rights and development remain challenges 
in the country, as the root causes of the conflicts have not yet been 
adequately addressed in order to end the battle in the country. The 
sources of the conflicts are as follows  
a)Differing ideology:  
One of the significant causes of the conflicts in the early independence 
era was the strong ideological disagreement on the subject of whether 
the country should seek complete or partial independence. The main 
political leader, Patrice Lumumba, supported complete independence 
and argued that any cooperation with the West should be on an equal 
footing; whilst the opposing side, led by Moise Tshombe and President 
Kasa-Vubu, was keen to preserve strong ties with the West.(2) In 
addition, there were disagreements among political leaders regarding the 
structure of the state. Lumumba advocated a centralised state, as an 
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expression of true national independence. Tshombe, Kasa-Vubu and 
Kalonji, in contrast, wanted autonomy for the provinces vis-à-vis central 
government. This formed the roots of the secessionist movements 
witnessed in the 1960s and 1970s. (3)   
b)Dispute over the control of natural resources:  
Whilst the DRC has bountiful natural resources, they are unequally 
distributed across its regions. For example, Katanga accounts for 70 
-quality 
and industrial diamonds. The eastern provinces, especially the Kivus, are 
endowed with large reserves of gold, coltan and tin  
In the early days of independence, the leaders of these regions 
advocated secession due to their discontent over the management of 
resources by the central government, as they felt that their regions were 
subsidisin
exchange. Thus, Katanga became the theatre of the first open secession 
war in 1960-63, followed by Shaba War I in 1977 and Shaba War II in 
1978. It is in this context that one must also view the Kasaï secession 
war of 1960-62, and the eastern rebellion of 1964-66. (4)  
c)Ethnic dimensions of the conflicts:  
Ethnicity played the most significant role in the conflicts at the 
beginning of    independence, and it remains central to recent conflicts. It 
movement advocated national unity and transcended ethnic affiliation, 
whilst other parties were ethnicity-based, and explicitly defended the 
interests of par¬ticular ethnic groups against the 'threat of foreigners'. 
Thus, for example, CONAKAT (created on 4 October 1958) was given 
the explicit mission of defending the interests of authentic Katangans. 
The racism was fed, first, by the urban mining workers seeking to 
protect their employment, and second, by political elites (led by 
Tshombe) seeking to advance their own political agenda. These eth¬nic 
antagonisms were a key factor in the Kasaï secession war of 1960-62.(5)   
Recent Conflict  
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The existence of trans-regional ethnic groups in the Great Lakes 
Region plays an   important role in conflict escalation. For example, 
Hutu and Tutsi groups that are part of the social structure in Burundi, 
Rwanda, Uganda and the DRC were directly involved in the eastern 
DRC conflicts between 1996 and 2003. During the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda, Hutus fled into the DRC provinces of North Kivu and South 
Kivu, where they disrupted an already volatile situation. They formed 
alliances with DRC Hutus and rebel Mai-Mai groups against the DRC 
Tutsis, and then created various armed groups to defend themselves. 
Both parties in the conflict could recruit combatants from their ethnic 
groups in Rwanda, Burundi and the DRC, making the conflict 
significantly more regional. (6)  
Consequently, the eastern part of the DRC has, since 1996, been 
affected by internal and external armed conflict, with 800,000 people 
killed by extremist Hutus, the army of Rwanda, after the Rwandan 
movement, Patriotic Front, under Paul Kagame, seized power from the 
Hutus in 1994.(7)  More than two million Hutus fled to the eastern 
borders of Congo and set up camps. Among these refugees were 
militiamen who perpetrated the genocide.(8)  These Hutus dominated in 
some areas and began attacking the Congolese Tutsis. This had the 
tactical support of Mobutu, the Zairean army, and some Kivu politicians, 
whilst the Tutsis in South Kivu (also called 'Banyamulenge', a minority 
in the region) faced enormous pressure, (9) as did the Tutsi refugees who 
had left Rwanda in the early 1960s during the Hutu revolution. The 
eastern DRC quickly dissolved into a Hutu-Tutsi conflict after the 
Rwandan Genocide in 1994. When the Mobutu regime in April 1995 
adopted a resolution declaring that the Tutsi refugees were not 
Congolese and would be ethnically cleansed, those groups acted against 
the National Zairean Army (ANZ) soldiers and the Hutu refugee camps 
in September 1996. This was immediately followed by the Rwandan 
army coming into the DRC. The battle against Mobutu and the First 
Congo War thus began. Immediately, Uganda joined the conflict, along 
with Rwanda and Zaire, now DRC. (10)  
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The case was similar for Uganda. Mobutu allowed anti-Museveni 
forces (the existing President of Uganda), such as the Lord's Resistance 
Army, the West Nile Bank Front, and the Allied Democratic Forces to 
attack Uganda, and he also intervened in attempts to oust Mobutu. As 
well as providing support to the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UNITA), the Mobutu regime also allowed 
them to set up bases in the DRC  
These circumstances assisted the AFDL, led by Laurent-Desire 
Kabila, in becoming the main Congolese partner of an invasion which 
consisted of Rwanda, Uganda, Angola, and other African countries 
whose eyes were set on ousting Mobutu. As a result of that war, Mobutu 
was forced to flee, and the AFDL emerged victorious in May 1997. In 
the same month, Kabila was installed as the President of the DRC.(11)    
He could then have addressed Uganda, Burundi and Rwanda's concerns 
about the Hutu perpetrators of genocide. Unfortunately, he failed to do 
so because he did not want another round of interventions by Rwanda, 
Uganda and Burundi, intended to exploit mineral resources in the DRC. 
Therefore, in August 1998, Rwandan, Ugandan and Burundian military 
forces attacked the DRC once again to protect Tutsi groups in DRC from 
armed groups operating there. These groups included  
I. The militia of ethnic Hutus, mostly from Rwanda, which fought the 
Tutsi-dominated Government of Rwanda  
II. Hutu members of the former Rwandan Armed Forces, believed to be 
responsible for the 1994 genocide of Tutsis in Rwanda, which also 
fought the government of Rwanda   
III. The Mai Mai, a loose association of traditional Congolese local 
Defense forces, which fought the influx of Rwandan immigrants    
IV. The Alliance of Democratic Forces (ADF), made of up Ugandan 
expatriates; and 
V. Several groups of Hutus from Burundi fighting the Tutsi-dominated 
government of Burundi.(12)  
      That attack inspired several other African countries to intervene, 
with troops from Angola, Chad, Namibia, and Zimbabwe 
intervening to support Kabila's regime, leading to a messy and 
 Abd Almageed Awad              The Conflicts in African Great Lakes Region                                 
          
 
 December 2018-Rabi-1/1440 DIRASAT IFRIQIYYA-Issue No.60 
protracted armed conflict. As a result, 2.7 million people are 
estimated to have been killed, mostly by starvation and a lack of 
access to medical care.(13)  
In January 2001, Kabila was assassinated and his son, Joseph Kabila, 
was designated head of state. In October 2002, he successfully 
negotiated the withdrawal of the Rwandan forces occupying the eastern 
DRC, and two months later the Pretoria Accord was signed by all 
remaining warring parties, ending the fighting and establishing a 
government of national unity. A transitional government was set up in 
July 2003, which held a successful constitutional referendum in 
December 2005. Elections for the presidency, National Assembly and 
provincial legislatures took place in 2006. (14)  
Despite the supposed ending of conflicts, massacres continued in 
eastern Congo during 2003-2004. This was due to Rwandan Hutu 
militiamen who feared returning to Rwanda having remained in the 
forests of east Congo, and creating a rebel group, the Democratic 
Liberation Forces of Rwanda (FDLR). The group was comprised of key 
perpetrators of the 1994 genocide, plus Hutu members of the former 
Rwandan army, and a mix of displaced Rwandan Hutus (15) and other 
Congolese groups seeking to profit from the instability and stepping up 
their own activities. This, in turn, exacerbated rape and other sexual 
violence, and greatly limited humanitarian access in the region  
Another armed group, called 'M23 rebels (named on the basis of 
the date 23 March 2009 the date peace deal in the DRC)  in the eastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo was comprised of former soldiers 
believed to be loyal to Bosco Ntaganda, a warlord wanted by the 
International Criminal Court for alleged war crimes It included fighters 
once loyal to a rebel army, who had integrated into the DRC army, but 
left earlier in 2012, complaining of their treatment, by the Congolese 
President Joseph Kabila to arrest Ntaganda and extradite him to the ICC. 
The rebel army was dominated by the Tutsi ethnic group, and UN 
experts said the group was backed by Rwanda and Uganda, though they 
in turn denied the allegation. (16)  
 Abd Almageed Awad              The Conflicts in African Great Lakes Region                                 
          
 
 December 2018-Rabi-1/1440 DIRASAT IFRIQIYYA-Issue No.60 
In November 2012, M23 attacked the Congolese government forces on 
the eastern DRC, and more than 60,000 people fled to Uganda, Rwanda, 
Burundi, and another UNHCR camp near Guma, called Magunga.(17)  
In addition, the Alliance of Democratic Forces (ADF) is made up 
of Ugandan opposition forces and was formed in the late 1990s, 
originally a Ugandan insurgency and now operating in eastern DRC. It is 
listed as a terrorist organisation, and analysts say the group has a poor 
Human Rights record and has coordinated simultaneous attacks on the 
army and MONUSCO, killing over one thousand civilians since 2014 
and displacing tens of thousands of others. MONUSCO responded with 
aerial operations and took immediate steps to strengthen the protection 
of civilians through increased joint police and military patrols, 
redeploying additional troops of its Intervention Brigade. (18)  
On 24 February 2013, the ICGLR member states, plus South 
Africa, signed the Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework for the 
DRC and the Region to end decades of conflict, particularly that in its 
eastern region, facilitate the administration of justice through judicial 
cooperation within the region, prevent Human Rights violations, and to 
support the country and the region with appropriate means to ensure 
long-term sustainability by enforcing the implementation of the 
protocols and priority projects of the ICGLR Pact on Security, Stability 
and Development in the Great Lakes Region. (19)  
In addition, the government of DRC and M23 signed declarations 
which concluded the conflict in Kampala, Uganda, at peace talks held in 
2012-2013. The declarations committed the signatory parties to the 
following: DRC Government to grant amnesty to members of M23, and 
allow them to form a political party, also to demobilize and reintegrate 
M23 members and resettle the refugees and displaced people. (20)   
Despite these declarations, the region remains fragile and 
conflicts can occur at any time as the FDLR, ADF, Mai Mai, NALU, 
FNL and M23 still have armed components in the region and active 
from time to time. This historical conflict remains the world's deadliest 
since World War II and is the main cause of the bad governance and 
Human Rights violations in DRC, where more six million have been 
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killed since the beginning of the wars, by starvation, serious disease 
resulting from the war, and direct fighting, (21)    and approximately 3.9 
million casualties between 1990 and 2003. (22)  
In my view, these conflicts could have been settled by peaceful 
dialogue to resolve how to cooperate with the West after independence, 
agreeing on the constitution and the structure of the country, the 
distribution of wealth and natural resources, and the exclusion of ethnic 
backgrounds from political matters. If they had done so, millions of lives 
would not have been lost through war and genocide. However, often 
when leaders sit for dialogue or negotiation they are motivating only 
their own political interests, and seeking to secure their own power, 
which generates the conflicts in the country  
The Constitutional and Political Situation: 
The current constitution, of 18 February 2006, amended on 20 January 
2011, specifies this in Title 2 Chapter 1, where Article 16 says, 
development of his/her personality, while respecting the law, public 
order, the rights of others and public morality. No one may be held in 
armed forces and several non-state armed groups have carried out 
massacres, summary executions, torture and forced recruitment of 
children  
Furthermore, sexual violence in the region has been widespread 
and systematic, amounting to war crimes and crimes against humanity. It 
was particularly prevalent during the First Congo War (1996-1997) and 
the Second Congo War (1998-2004). These Congolese wars resulted in 
the deaths of more than five million people, (23) plus those killed in the 
war of 1961-1965  
Therefore, the three most important Governance and Human 
Rights problems in DRC were the armed conflict in the east of the 
country that worsened an already perilous Human Rights situation, 
particularly regarding sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV); the 
lack of an independent and effective judiciary; and impunity throughout 
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the country for many serious abuses, including unlawful killings, 
disappearances, torture, rapes, and arbitrary arrests and detention. (24)  
President of the Republic is elected by direct universal suffrage for a 
mandate, the President of the Republic remains in [his] functions until 
President was re-elected in 2011, and this second term ended in 
December 2016, and at this point he sought a third term. This was met 
by fresh demands from the opposition that elections be held, and 
President Joseph Kabila stepped down in December 2016  
Opposition leader Etienne Tshisekedi reportedly said it would be 
'high treason' if the electoral processes had not been organized by 2016. 
Tshisekedi, died in Brussels on Wednesday 1 February 2017, aged 84. 
(25)  However, the electoral commission had already announced that there 
was no way to organize an election in 2016, as electoral registration had 
started and would not end before 2017. (26) The Congolese Constitutional 
Court, on 11 May 2016, ruled that if there was no election organized 
within that period, as dictated by the constitution, the incumbent 
President must remain in office until elections were organized  
Some Kabila supporters called for a referendum to change the 
constitution to allow him to run for a third term. Further, the government 
argued that the opposition should join the African Union-sponsored 
national dialogue to discuss the electoral process; but the opposition 
parties rejected this, stating that they would participate in dialogue under 
UN Security Council Resolution 2277/30 March 2016, which calls for 
discussions that respect the DRC constitution. However, on 18 October 
2016, the governing coalition and other smaller parties, with the 
facilitation of mediation by the African Union, signed a comprehensive 
political agreement that delayed elections until April 2018. This 
agreement was endorsed by the ICGLR heads of state summit held in 
Luanda, Angola, on 26 October 2016.  
The government and opposition parties in Democratic Republic 
of the Congo eventually reached a deal on 31 December 2016 that called 
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for President Joseph Kabila to leave power after the next election. In a 
concession to the opposition, that vote will take place before the end of 
2017. (27) Although the government has been instructed to take all steps 
necessary to organize the elections by the end of 2017, it could not 
conduct the elections in that period. Despite the political agreement, 
people in the DRC remain wary about potential conflicts, which have 
caused severe poverty in the period from the DRC's declaration of 
independence to date  
On 25 March 2017, rebel fighters with the Kamwina Nsapu militia killed 
forty policemen in central DRC, in the deadliest attack on security forces 
since the violent uprising in August 2016, when DRC forces killed the 
militia's leader, Kamwina Nsapu. On 19 April 2017, UN investigators in 
the DRC confirmed the existence of at least seventeen mass graves in 
Kasai Central Province. The presence of the graves was confirmed 
during an investigation mission to Kasai Central between 5 and 7 April 
2017, by staff from the UN Joint Human Rights Office (UNJHRO) and 
UN Police (UNPOL). (28)  The UN team gathered information indicating 
that soldiers from the Forces Army of DRC (FARDC) had dug the 
graves after clashing with presumed elements of the Kamuina Nsapu 
militia between 26 and 28 March. At least seventy-four people, 
including thirty children, were reportedly killed by FARDC soldiers. 
Most victims were said to have been killed in their homes when soldiers 
went door to door looking for militia members. (29)  
The violence has since spread to five provinces, posing a serious 
threat to the DRC government. This unrest becomes very serious after 
the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI) delayed the 
elections to 23 December 2018 because of violence, in the Kasai region 
and logistical hurdles  
Human Rights in Burundi: 
Burundi History:  
On 1 July 1962, Burundi gained its independence from Belgium, which 
had occupied the country since 1916. It is estimated that about 85 
percent of the population is Hutu, 14 percent is Tutsi and one percent is 
Twa. However, Tutsi have ruled the country for more than four decades, 
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since independence, traditionally holding most of the senior positions in 
the state administration, in the army, education and business. (30)  
Although these ethnic groups share the same culture, history and 
language (Kirundi), and intermarriage between Hutus and Tutsis has 
traditionally been common, the country is engaged in a civil war marked 
by ethnic violence, which has included fighting between the Tutsi and 
Hutu. The conflict has caused widespread civilian casualties and Human 
Rights violations  
The Impact of the Hutu and Tutsi Conflict on Governance and 
Human Rights Status:  
Following the declaration of independence, Tutsi King 
Mwambutsa IV established a constitutional monarchy comprising equal 
numbers of Hutus and Tutsis. In 1965, parliamentary elections led to a 
greater than two-thirds Hutu majority in parliament, so the King 
appointed a Prime Minister from the Hutu majority, instead of member 
of the royal family. However, the Prime Minister was assassinated the 
same year, leading to Hutu revolts. Hutu officers then attempted a coup, 
and a Hutu youth militia massacred Tutsi family in the first ethnic 
massacre in Burundi, with some 500 victims.(31) Tutsi officers then 
carried out a bloody ethnic repression, backed by Tutsi militias, in which 
several thousand Hutus were killed and most Hutus were purged from 
positions of power  
In 1966, King Mwambutsa was deposed by his son, Prince Ntare 
IV, who was himself then, deposed in the same year by a military coup 
led by Capt. Michel Micombero (Tutsi) who assumed absolute power. 
He abolished the monarchy and declared a republic but filled the 
e army with Tutsis. (32)  As a result of 
the violence between the Hutu and Tutsi tribes in the 1960s, the Hutus 
launched an unsuccessful rebellion against the Tutsi minority 
domination of the country, seeking to restore King Ntare V to power. In 
April 1972, Hutus trained outside the country carried out a massacre of 
several thousand Tutsi. The Micombero regime responded with a 
genocidal repression that is estimated to have claimed over a hundred 
thousand victims and forced several hundred thousand Hutus into exile. 
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The rebellion led to the deaths of 10,000 Tutsi, and 100,000-200,000 
Hutu were murdered. (33)  
US Ambassador to Burundi Thomas Melady (1969-1972) 
described the 1972 Tutsi-Hutu strife as 'one of the worst bloodbaths of 
this century  and one of the least known'. He added that, 'The severity 
of the Tutsi response was probably rooted in the fear that such a plot 
would result in the wholesale killing or expulsion of Tutsis'. Indeed, it is 
reported that President Micombero and other Tutsi leaders felt there was 
a vast Hutu conspiracy to eliminate them once and for all  
Although, the hatred and hostility on both sides was deep and 
the 
Tutsis in Rwanda ten years earlier'. The massacres of Hutu by Tutsi 
were not only related to the immediate strife but were also revenge 
motivated by deep-rooted hatred of Hutu. (34)  
Furthermore, Hutus with any degree of education who did not 
manage to flee into exile were systematically killed, right throughout the 
country, down to high school students, and were deprived of all effective 
political power, including at the local level This situation did not 
change substantially under the dictatorship of Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, the 
Tutsi officer who overthrew Micombero in 1976(35)                                                                                                                 
and led the country with a military regime after been appointed by the 
Supreme Revolutionary Council. He was re-elected in 1984 as President 
of a one-party state, the Union of National Progress (UPRONA). His 
period in power was marked by a deteriorating Human Rights record, as 
he suppressed religious activities and arrested opposition members. 
Although, no ethnic massacres took place under his rule,(36)  he was 
overthrown in 1987 by another Tutsi officer, Lieutenant Colonel Pierre 
Buyoya, who suspended the 1981 constitution, all state organs, and 
banned all opposition parties, including UPRONA. Within days, a reign 
of terror was unleashed by Hutu upon the Tutsi, and then on an even 
more appalling scale by Tutsi upon Hutu, causing thousands of 
casualties among Hutu civilians and forcing 60,000 people to flee to 
Rwanda. (37)  
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The violence prompted Buyoya to launch a commission to 
investigate the causes of the unrest and consider democratic reform. 
However, international reaction to the repression persuaded Buyoya to 
liberalise his regime and allow Hutu political participation, without 
modifying the one-party system. A Hutu Prime Minister was appointed 
and a large proportion of Hutus took important posts in government, 
including as cabinet ministers and provincial governors. (38)  
While the liberalisation process was ongoing, a clandestine Hutu party 
(the Party for the Liberation of the Hutu People, PALIPEHUTU) carried 
out an attack against army posts and Tutsi civilians in the Provinces of 
Cibitoke, which borders both Rwanda and Zaire, and in Bubanza and 
Bujumbura, which borders Zaire. Several hundred people were killed. 
The repression, in which hundreds if not thousands of Hutus died, was, 
however, less random than in the past. (39)  
Burundi 1991-2005 
In 1991, a constitution was approved that allowed for a President, 
parliament, and multi-ethnic government, and in 1993 Melchior 
Ndadaye, a Hutu of the Hutu-dominated FRODEBU Party, was elected 
President. He was Burundi's first Hutu President, which is significant 
since the largely Hutu country had previously been controlled by the 
minority Tutsis. He affirmed his strong commitment to eliminating 
-
third Tutsi and a Tutsi Prime Minister. Despite this commitment, in 
October 1993 he was assassinated by members of the Tutsi-dominated 
armed forces, which led to civil war in Burundi. This triggered the start 
of an ethnic confrontation between Tutsis and Hutus, which grew in 
intensity. Members of each 'ethnic' group felt that they were collectively 
engaged in a death struggle against extermination or subjection. (40)   
A military coup took place in Bujumbura, the capital of Burundi, on 
Thursday 21 October 1993, during which President Ndadaye, a Hutu, 
was assassinated. On the same day, throughout most of the country, trees 
were felled and bridges cut to bar the roads. In many places, Tutsi men 
and boys were taken as hostages, as well as some UPRONA Hutus. In 
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the evening, Radio Rwanda announced the death of President Ndadaye 
and the killing of hostages began  
The assassination of President Ndadaye, as well as that of the 
person constitutionally entitled to succeed him, was planned as an 
integral part of the coup that overthrew him, and the planning and 
execution of the coup was carried out by officers highly placed in the 
line of command of the Burundian Army. (41)  
On Friday 22 and Saturday 23 October 1993, while the committee was 
attempting negotiations with members of the government that had taken 
refuge in the embassies, the killing of hostages went on and spread to the 
killing of entire Tutsi families throughout the country. Hutus cut off the 
roads with felled trees, and they captured and tied up Tutsi men, women 
and children, and killed them. The killings continued in some places for 
several days.(42) When the Tutsi soldiers arrived, they hunted and killed 
many Hutus, and fired extensively at the Hutu population in the 
surrounding areas  
On the evening of Saturday 23 October, the reinstatement of the 
civilian government was announced, and the next day the authorities, 
working together with both political parties and the army, attempted to 
put an end to the bloodbath. During the period of 21 to 24 October 1993, 
when most of the violence took place, an estimated 50,000 people were 
killed and many more were forced to flee  
FRODEBU regained control and Cyprien Ntaryamira was elected 
President in January 1994. Only four months later, Ntayamira and 
Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarmira were killed when their plane 
was shot down near Kigali. Sylvestre Ntibantuganya, also a FRODEBU 
Hutu, became President on 8 April 1994. Negotiations between the 
parties went on, and a power-sharing deal was reached between the two 
main political parties for the rest of the presidential term. (43)  
Despite this pact however, the situation deteriorated steadily. Some Tutsi 
factions, notably the Party for National Recovery (PARENA), led by ex-
President Bagaza, refused to take part, and a sector of the FRODEBU, 
led by Léonard Nyangoma, a Hutu, rejected the pact and created the 
National Council for Defense of Democracy (CNDD) to oppose it. The 
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violent action by Tutsi youth militias continued in Bujumbura and 
almost all of the Hutu population was removed from the city.(44)    The 
Forces for the Defense of Democracy (FDD), the armed wing of the 
CNDD, began a guerilla war, attacking soldiers and Tutsi civilians  
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya served as President until July 1996, 
when a military coup brought President Pierre Buyoya (Tutsi) back to 
assassination triggered 12-year civil war that was primarily ethnic in 
nature, and in which more than 300,000 Hutus and Tutsi were killed  
Under pressure from the region, negotiations between the 
confronters began in 1998, and were concluded by the Arusha 
(Tanzania) Peace Agreement signed in 2000, which instructed the 
transitional institutions of the General Assembly and the Senate to elect 
the first transitional President for 18 months, and then a second one for 
further 18 months, before adopting a constitution that would dictate a 
presidential term of five years, renewable only once. (45)  
The three-year transition period began on 1 November 2001. President 
Pierre Buyoya (Tutsi) served as President for the first 18 months of the 
transition period, and in May 2003 Domitien Ndayizeye (Hutu) assumed 
the presidency for 18 months, with Alphonse Marie Kadege as Vice 
President  
Despite the Arusha Agreement, the country remained engaged in 
a low-intensity civil conflict that involved two-armed opposition groups, 
the CNDD-FDD faction led by Pierre Nkurunziza Hutu, and the 
National Liberation Front (FNL) faction led by Agathon Rwasa. 
However, In November 2003 the Burundian government and the former 
rebel group the CNDD-FDD signed ceasefire and power-sharing 
agreements, and in March 2004 members of the CNDD-FDD took 
offices in the government and parliament  
President Domitien Ndayizeye announced that by 7 January 2004, 40 
percent of the army's leadership would be made up of former FDD 
rebels. As a result, the referendum on the constitution was successfully 
conducted on 28 February 2005. After the adoption of the constitution, 
in August 2005, the General Assembly and Senate elected President 
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Pierre Nkurunziza (current president) for period of five years, and 
President Ndayizeye urged all parties to accept the will of the people. 
Nkurunziza was re-elected directly by the people in a presidential 
election held in June 2010. International observers characterised the 
elections as generally free and fair, although there were reports of 
political violence leading up to and throughout the five-month election 
season  
It is clear that one of the main reasons for these massacres was 
dministration, as no ethnic massacres had been 
reported in the pre-colonial Kingdom of Burundi, until 1893. The 
colonial administration favoured the Tutsis, even though Hutus made up 
over 80 percent of the population. Tutsis occupied the most important 
positions and enjoyed privileged access to higher education.(46)       The 
Belgian colonial government enabled the Tutsi minority to retain control 
over political power and to enjoy great access to economic resources and 
opportunities once educated, and the Tutsi elite filled the top and middle 
level administrative positions in the Belgian colonial government. The 
Hutu, in contrast, were systematically excluded from the army, civil 
service, economy and higher education, and thus increasingly reduced to 
a vast underclass in their own country. (47) Racist Belgian colonial 
policies led to the gravest massacres which occurred in the years 1965, 
1972, 1988, 1991, and 1993 under the Tutsi military regimes  
Unfortunately, to date, the mutual fear on both sides of the 
conflict has undermined efforts made by internal and external actors to 
construct political solutions to the ethnic problem in Burundi. 
Additionally, the undercurrent of ethnic conflict and violence in Burundi 
has continued due to a lack of shared national visions of societal 
reconstruction. Thus, negotiations and political compromises taking into 
consideration the broken social integrity of the country have not yet been 
achieved. (48)  
Burundi 2015-2017  
Notably, there were no massacres reported in the country during 
the two terms of the constitutional ruling of President Nkurunziza, 
between 2005 and 2015. The country was more stable and secure during 
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this period than pre-2005. However, in the fourth year of his second 
term, President Nkurunziza wants to remain in power for more than the 
allotted two terms was made clear when he attempted to amend Article 
96 of the Burundian Constitution (2005), which stipulates, 'The 
President of the Republic is elected by universal direct suffrage for a 
mandate of five years renewable one time  
The Burundi ruling party failed, on Friday 21 March 2014, to win 
parliamentary approval for constitutional changes, falling one vote short 
of the 85 required to pass the amendments.(49)   However, that did not 
obstruct the ruling party from seeking to retain power for a third term, 
and 14 of the Senate members who backed the ruling party submitted on 
17 April 2015 an application to the Constitutional Court to interpret 
Article 96 read in line with Article 302 of the Burundian Constitution. 
The Court on 4 May 2015 decided in favour of the ruling party and the 
President, and stated that, 'The vague nature of Article 302 of the 
Constitution made a third term possible for a President who headed the 
first post-transition period  
The -FDD to 
restate its announcement made on 25 April 2015 that President 
Nkurunziza would run for third term. The following day, 26 April 2015, 
hundreds of people protested throughout the capital city of Bujumbura, 
and the police responded with tear gas and live ammunition, kill more 
than six rioters and protesters   
The situation in country has intensified, with killing more than 
1,000 people and injuring thousands more within the first year.   This 
made the country to return to interethnic violence that leads to civil war  
That crisis in Burundi officially began in April 2015, and the country 
remains unstable, with dead bodies, often showing signs of torture, still 
being discovered in various provinces. The fatality count currently 
stands at 1,155 people killed between 26 April 2015 and 25 April 2016. 
At least 690 of the dead (approximately 60 percent) are civilians. More 
than 260,000 people have reportedly fled from Burundi, and thousands 
have disappeared without trace. Approximately 137,000 Burundian 
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refugees have crossed into Tanzania, 77,000 into Rwanda, 23,000 into 
Uganda, and 22,000 into the Democratic Republic of the Congo.    
In recent months, the crisis has become increasingly widespread 
throughout the country, and some, including the UN High Commissioner 
dimensions of the conflict 'are flashing red'.(50)   Since the crisis began 
on 26 April 2015, civil and political rights abuses have been reported 
throughout Burundi  
The level of violence and systematic killing indicates that the situation in 
Burundi will continue to escalate for some time. A civilian's life today is 
one of fear and uncertainty, not knowing exactly what will happen 
tomorrow  
I interviewed many people from both the Hutu and Tutsi sides of 
the conflict. The Hutus believe that the situation is an interethnic conflict 
raised by Tutsi people due to political issues caused by the Tutsi 
government in Rwanda and that if this group took power, the country 
would return to the dark past of the 1972 and 1993 massacres in which 
thousands of Hutus were killed by Tutsi military governments. They 
therefore encourage President Nkurunziza to respond harshly to any 
protests or violence against the current government. Tutsi, on the other 
hand, believe that President Nkurunziza's regime intends to ethnically 
cleanse Tutsi from government, public service, the army and police, and 
then finally from the country  
The Burundian crisis has motivated the international institutions 
to act to prevent the Human Rights violations in the country. On 2 
October 2015, the UN Human Rights Council initiated a technical 
cooperation and capacity building programme with Burundi and sought 
the establishment of an office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights in Burundi. It condemned all alleged violations and 
abuses of Human Rights by all parties in Burundi, particularly 
restrictions on freedom of expression, the excessive use of force by the 
security forces against demonstrators, the use of live ammunition against 
protesters, extrajudicial killings, the arbitrary detention of protesters, 
acts of torture and ill-treatment of detainees, and retributive acts of 
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violence, including targeted assassinations. It encouraged the 
government of Burundi to take all necessary measures to prevent all 
violations and abuses of Human Rights in the country. (51)  
In addition, on 17 December 2015, the UN Human Rights 
Council adopted a resolution requesting the High Commissioner for 
organize and dispatch 
on the most expeditious basis possible a mission by independent existing 
experts. In response, his office set up a team comprising three experts:  
who visited Burundi in the first week of March 2016, for eight days, and 
met all the stakeholders. They then revisited the country on 17 June 
2016. Following this second visit, the three experts called for concrete 
steps to be taken to end the crisis in the country  
In line with their report and others, the UN Security Council  
I. strongly urges the government of Burundi and all parties to cease 
and reject any kind of violence  
II.   Authorizes a ceiling of 228 United Nations individual police officers 
for the United Nations police component headed by a United Nations 
senior police adviser, to be deployed in Bujumbura and throughout 
Burundi, and requests the Secretary General to ensure their progressive 
deployment. (52)     
However, the government of Burundi rejected every aspect of the 
resolution linked to the deployment of force on its territory and 
requested the UNSC respect the fundamental principles of its 
sovereignty. The UNHRC adopted Resolution A/HRC/33/L.31 on the 
Human Rights situation in Burundi, and created for a period of one year 
a commission of inquiry to conduct a thorough investigation into the 
Human Rights violations and abuses in Burundi that had occurred since 
April 2015. The commission intended to identify the alleged perpetrators 
of the Human Rights violations and abuses in the country, with a view to 
ensuring full accountability. It sought to formulate recommendations for 
steps to be taken, with a view to guaranteeing that the authors of these 
violations and abuses, regardless of their affiliation, were held 
accountable for their acts  
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The African Union Peace and Security Council proposed to dispatch 
5,000 peacekeepers. Military personnel and police, with an appropriate 
civilian component, would be among the Human Rights observers and 
military experts sent to Burundi, amid the deadly violence that had taken 
hundreds of lives in the country. However, Burundi rejected this, stating 
that a peacekeeping mission was not needed. (53)  
The African Union failed to gather sufficient support during its 
summit on 31 January 2016 to deploy troops to Burundi, without the 
country's consent. The heads of state refused to endorse that AUPSC 
resolution. Instead, the summit stressed that there was a deep-rooted 
problem in Burundi, and the government of Burundi should not deny 
this reality, as such a denial would help neither the country nor the 
region. Further, they decided to send a high-level delegation of five 
Presidents to Burundi to consult with the government on resolving the 
crisis. (54)  
The Intra-Burundi Dialogue opened in Kampala, Uganda, in December 
2015, and resumed in Arusha on 12 July 2016. However, representatives 
of the five parties participating in Burundi's general election boycotted 
the second round of peace talks facilitated by former Tanzanian 
President Benjamin Mkapa. Government officials also walked out, 
protesting the presence of participants they accused of planning to 
overthrow President Pierre Nkurunziza's regime. The second round of 
talks thus collapsed, and parties failed to reach a settlement to the crisis  
Attention has shifted away from Burundi as the level of open violence 
has declined, and the overall level of domination and control over the 
society has increased since the beginning of 2016. This does not mean 
that the situation is moving in the right direction however, as it is 
effectively the peace of a loaded gun. On 9 May 2017 Wolfram Vetter, 
EU Ambassador to Burundi on the celebration of the Europe Day said 
nce the 2015 
events he added that peace is still fragile and superficial and cases of 
human rights violations, torture and disappearances continue to be 
reported and the political and media space is extremely restricted. (55)  
 Abd Almageed Awad              The Conflicts in African Great Lakes Region                                 
          
 
 December 2018-Rabi-1/1440 DIRASAT IFRIQIYYA-Issue No.60 
The government appears to moving ahead with its plans to 
change the constitution and abolish presidential term limits. In a new 
development, a referendum on changes the constitution took place on 17 
May 2018 enabled the current President to be nominated twice for the 
next elections so it could keep him in power until 2034  
The decree, could lead to more unrest in the East African country that 
saw deadly political violence after the president's disputed decision in 
2015 to seek a third term  
Opposition and human rights groups have called the referendum a plan 
by Nkurunziza to stay in power for life  
Governance in in Rwanda: 
In the 15th century, Rwandans established a kingdom headed by a Tutsi 
mwami (King) with a hierarchy of Tutsi nobles and gentry under this 
monarchy. Hutus and Tutsi lived peacefully together. The kingdom 
survived until the country was colonized by Belgium in 1915. (56)  
In the 1950s, the Belgian authority encouraged the growth of 
democratic political institutions, though this was resisted by the Tutsi, 
who saw it as a threat to their rule. Hutu leaders, encouraged by the 
Belgian military, sparked a popular revolt in November 1959, resulting 
in the overthrow of the Tutsi monarchy. Two years later, in September 
1961, the Party of the Hutu Emancipation Movement (PARMEHUTU) 
won the election and formed a government, led by Gregoire Kayibanda, 
who became Rwanda's first elected President. (57)  
The Kayibanda government promoted a Hutu-supremacist ideology, and 
a consequent series of anti-Tutsi pogroms and other acts of violence 
gravely affected internal security and provoked the flight of more than 
160,000 Rwandan Tutsis to neighbouring countries. (58) In June 1962, a 
UN General Assembly resolution terminated the Belgian trusteeship of 
the country and granted full independence to Rwanda  
On 5 July 1973, the military took power by force under the leadership of 
Maj. Gen. Juvenal Habyarimana, who dissolved the National Assembly 
and the PARMEHUTU Party, as well as abolishing all political activities 
and forming the National Revolutionary Movement for Development 
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violence against Tutsis continued, without effective prosecution of the 
perpetrators, prompting more migration. (59)  
In December 1978, Rwandans went to the polls. They 
overwhelmingly endorsed a new constitution and confirmed President 
Habyarimana as President. He was then re-elected in 1983, and again in 
1988, when he was the sole candidate  
In July 1990, President Habyarimana announced his intention to 
transform Rwanda's one-party state into a multi-party democracy, 
indicating that Rwanda had no room for it's largely Tutsi population 
living in exile and they were not welcome to return to Rwanda. (60)   
Further, in October 1990, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
established a rebel force composed primarily of ethnic Tutsis who had 
not been allowed to return to Rwanda under the Kayibanda or 
Habyarimana regimes. The RPF blamed the government for failing to 
democratise and resolve the problems of the 500,000 Tutsi refugees 
scattered across the world. RPF attacked Rwanda from their base in 
Uganda. The war dragged on for almost two years, until a cease-fire 
accord was signed on 12 July 1992 in Arusha, Tanzania, setting a 
timetable for an end to the fighting. (61)   The peace talks concluded and 
the accord was signed in August 1993 in Arusha, Tanzania, calling for a 
coalition government of the two ethnic groups. (62)  
The agreement was intended to end the three-year civil war in 
which approximately 10,000 people had been killed. In addition, it 
sought to end Hutu political domination over the Tutsi, integrate 
thousands of Tutsi exiles into Rwandan society, and democratize the 
Rwandan government, which had been controlled for over 30 years by 
an elite group of Hutus. Unfortunately, the accord was not implemented, 
due to the assassination of President of Rwanda Juvenal Habyarimana 
on 6 April 1994, an event which sparked the Rwandan Genocide  
The Rwandan Genocide 1994 
Historically, both Hutu and Tutsi presented none of the indicators 
commonly used to distinguish ethnic groups. The groups lived together 
and spoke the same language. They were members of the same religious 
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institutions, sharing common public provinces, and participating in the 
same cultural and social habits. (63)  
However, under Belgian colonialism, the economic and political 
power of the Tutsi elite expanded, while the Hutu majority was 
progressively excluded from the centers of economic and political 
authority. The colonial authorities instituted an administrative system for 
accrediting legal status using identity cards for all citizens of Rwanda, 
with each card detailing the holder's racial or ethnic group association. 
(64)  That ethnic differentiation system was then adopted to distinguish 
Tutsi from Hutu following the country's declaration of independence  
The Hutu regime was created by Belgium overthrew the Tutsi monarchy 
in 1959, as a result up to 1962 15,000 Tutsis murdered and more than 
100,000 Tutsis fled to neighbouring countries. Those Tutsis who did not 
flee lost their wealth and found themselves pushed into a low social 
status under the Hutus, discriminated against by the regime, which 
remained until 1994. (65)  
The period from 1962 to 1973, however, saw the beginning of 
genuine ethnic violence. With the ascent to power of the Rwandan 
Democratic Movement under the leadership of Grégoire Kayibanda, a 
graduate of a Catholic seminary, the Tutsi minority became frequently 
subject to periods of intense ethnic violence. Many Tutsi fled the 
violence to neighbouring countries in the Great Lakes Region. An 
escalation in the violence culminated in a series of massacres, killing 
several thousand Tutsi. (66)  
In 1973, following a series of particularly brutal attacks by Tutsi 
against Hutu communities residing in neighboring Burundi, General 
Juvenal Habyarimana, a senior military officer under Kayibanda, staged 
a military coup, deposing Kayibanda and promising to end the ethnic 
conflict. He ruled Rwanda for the next 21 years, until he was killed in an 
airplane crash on 6 April 1994, which marked the beginning of the 
period of genocide in Rwanda. (67)  
Throughout the period of his presidency, Habyarimana promoted a 
policy to secure social harmony and peace through a programme of 
social marginalization. In effect, Tutsi were free to enjoy their lives 
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without harassment, if they committed to never challenging the political 
and economic hegemony of the Hutu regime. Although this immoral 
agreement institutionalized the inequality of the Hutu and Tutsi, 
maintaining the differentiation of the two tribes and keeping Tutsi low 
on the legal and social scale, the massacres of their people stopped and 
they were treated to a degree of security and stability  
In this respect, one can say that the genocide in Rwanda was the 
result of complex historical, political, and economic dynamics that can 
be traced back to (a) the Belgian colonization of the country between 
1916 and 1961, which created a system of division between the Tutsi 
and the Hutu that led to the mutual hatred of the two clans; and (b) the 
Hutu regimes under Presidents Gregoire Kayibanda and Juvenal 
Habyarimana  
The two Hutu leaders, Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana and 
Burundian President Cyprien Nyaryamira, were assassinated when the 
aeroplane carrying them was attacked and shot down as it prepared to 
land at Kigali Airport on the evening of 6 April 1994. Following this, the 
killing of Tutsis and moderate Hutus by the Hutu military and militia 
groups began  
The massacre on 7 April 1994 was sparked by the killing of the 
Presidents, and the attacks were well co-ordinated and fuelled by radio 
propaganda referring to the Tutsis as 'cockroaches' and calling for their 
total eradication. Among those killed were Rwanda's Prime Minister, 
Agathe Uwilingiyimana, and the ten Belgian soldiers of the UN 
Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR) who tried to protect her. (69)   
The killing ended in July 1994 when the RPF, led by General Paul 
Kagame (now Rwanda's President), launched a successful military 
campaign to establish control of the country and deposed the interim 
government, led by Prime Minister Jean Kambanda, a Hutu extremist 
who had ruled the country after President Habyarimana's death. 
Kambanda subsequently pleaded guilty to genocide before the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and was sentenced to life 
imprisonment. (70)  
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The Hutu-dominated government fled the country, and the RPF 
established a national unity government composed of a moderate Hutu 
President (Pasteur Bizimungu), a Hutu Prime Minister (Faustin 
Twagiramungu), a Tutsi Vice President, General Paul Kagame, and a 
Tutsi Minister of Defence. (71)   However, Kagame was considered the 
actual ruler of country, and on 24 March 2000 became the President of 
Rwanda, when his predecessor, Pasteur Bizimungu, resigned  
The Rwandan Genocide remains one of the most horrific Human 
Rights violations of the twentieth century, with an estimated 500,000-
800,000 lives lost. The international community failed entirely to 
prevent the killing; and the United Nations missed the opportunity to 
prevent the genocide before it had even started, and arguably made 
matters worse once the killing began.(72)   For this reason, on the 
twentieth anniversary of the genocide, UN Secretary General Ban Ki 
Moon, speaking in Kigali, expressed his regret for the UN's failure to 
intervene to save innocent people from genocide, stating that, 'We could 
have done much more. We should have done much more  
The Constitution of Rwanda:  
Rwanda adopted in May 2003 its first constitution after the atrocities of 
1994, setting a strong emphasis on the necessity of overcoming the 
legacy of the genocide and rebuilding national unity. It affirms that the 
Rwandan state is based on the principle of the rule of law, and respect 
for fundamental Human Rights, pluralistic democracy, equitable power 
sharing, tolerance, and resolution of issues through dialogue. (73)     The 
constitution calls upon every Rwandan citizen to fight against genocide 
ideology and ethnic division, (74)     and bans the creation of ethnic-based 
parties. (75)  
In its Article 101, the constitution also limits the presidential office to 
two terms  
The President of the Republic is elected for a term of seven years 
renewable only once. Under no circumstances shall a person hold the 
office of President of Republic for more than two terms. (76)  
However, the constitution was amended following a national referendum 
on 18 December 2015 and published in the Rwandan Official Gazette 
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Special of 24 December 2015. The goal was clearly to amend Article 
101 of the constitution to allow the current President Paul Kagame to 
run for a third seven-year term in 2017, when his second term in office 
would expire. At this point, the new rules will take effect and he will be 
eligible to run for a further two five-year terms  
Rwanda still faces the challenges of its tragic history, though 
some progress has thus far been achieved by its government in 
preserving the sustainable development and peace. However, in terms of 
respect for civil and political rights, there are still serious concerns 
which the government has failed to settle. The amendment should 
therefore have been made to overcome them, instead of undermining 
democracy in the country by introducing exceptions to the presidential 
term limits to keep him in power  
Governance in Uganda:  
The Republic of Uganda achieved formal independence from the United 
Kingdom in 1962, when Edward Mutesa became the first President of 
Uganda and Chief of the Army. In 1966, Milton Obote, Prime Minister, 
suspended the constitution and took control of all government powers, 
after removing the ceremonial President and Vice President. In 
September 1967, under the Obote regime, a new constitution proclaimed 
Uganda a republic, and gave the President even greater powers, 
abolishing the traditional kingdoms  
On 25 January 1971, Obote's government was ousted by military coup 
led by Armed Forces Commander Idi Amin Dada. Amin declared 
himself President, dissolved parliament, and amended the constitution to 
give himself absolute power. (77)     Amin immediately began committing 
severe Human Rights violations, initiating mass executions of Acholi 
and Langi troops whom he believed to be pro-Obote. Tens of thousands 
of Ugandans were killed, and others were imprisoned without trial and 
tortured  
In October 1978, Tanzanian armed forces repelled an incursion 
of Amin's troops into Tanzanian territory. The Tanzanian force, backed 
by Ugandan exiles, waged a war of liberation against Amin's troops and 
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Libyan soldiers sent to help him. On 11 April 1979, Kampala was 
captured, and Amin fled with his remaining forces  
With Amin removed, the Uganda National Liberation Front 
formed an interim government led by Yusuf Lule as President, but in 
June 1979, following a dispute over the extent of the presidential 
powers; Lule was replaced by Godfrey Binaisa, who was himself 
removed in May 1980. Thereafter, Uganda was ruled by a military 
commission chaired by Paulo Muwanga. (78)   In December 1980, 
controversial elections returned President Obote, with Muwanga serving 
as Vice President. Under Obote, the security forces gained one of the 
world's worst Human Rights records. (79)  
Obote ruled until 27 July 1985, when an army brigade composed 
mostly of ethnic Acholi troops and commanded by Lt. Gen. Basilio 
Olara-Okello, took Kampala and proclaimed a military government. 
Obote fled into exile in Zambia. The new regime, headed by former 
defines force commander Gen. Tito Okello, began a dialogue with the 
rebellion's National Resistance Army, led by Lt, Gen Yoweri Museveni, 
reaching an agreement to respect Human Rights, end ethnic conflict, and 
conduct free and fair elections. In the meantime, massive Human Rights 
violations continued as the Okello government murdered civilians and 
ravaged the countryside to destroy the NRA's support. (80)  
Negotiations between the two parties conducted in Nairobi, Kenya, 
resulted in an agreement of a ceasefire in late 1985. However, the NRA 
continued fighting, seizing Kampala in late January 1986, and then 
taking control of the whole country and forcing Okello to flee north into 
Sudan. (81)  
Since Uganda gained its independence in 1962, it has been ruled 
by eight consecutive presidents who have each failed to achieve power 
by free and fair elections, and to improve or respect Human Rights 
safeguards in the country  
Uganda Governance and Human Rights Status 1980-2016:  
In February 1981, shortly after the new Obote government took office, 
with Paulo Muwanga as Vice President and Minister of Defence, a 
former Military Commission member, Yoweri Museveni (the current 
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Ugandan President), and his armed supporters, declared themselves the 
National Resistance Army (NRA). Museveni swore to overthrow Obote 
by means of a popular rebellion, in what became known as 'the war in 
the bush'. (82)  
The four-
Former Uganda National Army (FUNA), the Uganda National Rescue 
Front (UNRF), the Uganda Freedom Movement (UFM) and the Federal 
Democratic Movement of Uganda (FEDEMU), resulted in atrocities 
affecting almost 750,000 people, with an estimated 500,000 killed either 
directly in the war or by routine torture of civilian detainees at military 
barracks scattered across Uganda. (83) These years of bloodshed and 
instability were eventually concluded by the successful takeover of 
 
Although Museveni was committed to establishing a functioning 
democracy, he initially enacted restrictions on political party activity. 
Several tribes rejected this policy, and the Acholi tribe, headed by healer 
Alice Auma as the Chief of the Holy Spirit Movement (HSM), led a 
rebellion against the Ugandan government forces, from August 1986 
until November 1987. The Acholi people believed that Auma could fill 
soldiers with angels and guide them through the purification process of 
war. In 1988, the spirits of Alice Auma passed to an Acholi man named 
Army 
(LRA), also known as the Lord's Resistance Movement, as the rebels 
demanded an ethnically diverse army, elections and the rehabilitation of 
national infrastructure. (84)  
The Ugandan government has continued to fight the Alliance of 
Democratic Forces (ADF), which is made up of Ugandan opposition 
forces, and is characterized as a Ugandan Islamist movement. The ADF 
originated as a coalition of groups in western Uganda who found 
themselves marginalized after the fall of the President Idi Amin. (85)  
The Constitution of Uganda : 
Uganda has been damaged by conflict. Idi Amin, Milton Obote, and the 
current President, Yoweri Museveni, all seized power by means of 
military force, with many thousands of Ugandans wounded and killed in 
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the process. It is estimated that 300,000-500,000 Ugandans were killed 
during Idi Amin's rule, from 1971 to 1979. Under the rule of Obote, 
between 1980 and 1985, approximately 400,000-600,000 were also 
killed. (86) As with his predecessors, Museveni faced more than 27 armed 
rebellions, with the conflict leading to huge turmoil and serious Human 
Rights violations. Because of the LRA conflict, it is estimated that three 
million people have been killed, tens of thousands gravely injured, tens 
of thousands abducted and forcibly recruited, and close to two million 
forced to flee situations of conflict within their own country. (87)  
The conflicts in Uganda caused huge Human Rights abuses. 
These three long-term Presidents, who between them have ruled the 
country for 48 years (Obote for ten, Idi Amin for eight, and Museveni 
for 30 to date), did not obtain power through constitutional practice or 
by free and fair elections. Each one seized power, and sparked conflict 
with other ethnic groups. Human Rights violations resulted, with the 
conflicting parties focusing solely on winning the battle for power  
Since its independence, Uganda has had constitutional rules, but 
these have not been respected with regard to conducting presidential 
changes. The first constitution, enacted in 1962, distributed powers 
between the centre and the regions, and granted power to four kingdoms. 
Buganda kingdom was given more power at the expense of the other 
three kingdoms, namely the Ankole, Toro and Bunyoro, and the other 
districts. The parliament, which was elected by direct universal suffrage, 
elected the cabinet, which reported to parliament, and defined the 
powers of the major government organs: the civil service and the 
judiciary. One year later, an amendment introduced a ceremonial 
President to replace the Governor General as a head of state, and Kabaka 
Mutesa became the first elected President on 9 October 1963.(88)  
This Constitution was abolished by Prime Minister Milton Obote in 
1966, who declared himself President and mandated parliament to draft 
a new constitution for Uganda, which came into force on 8 September 
1967. It limited the presidential term to five years and abolished the 
kingdoms. The election of Members of Parliament remained by direct 
universal suffrage across the entire country, but the President was now 
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elected indirectly by parliament.(89) Although the system of government 
had some democratic appearance, democratic principles were hardly 
observed in practice, and Obote ruled basically with army support, until 
removed in 1979 by General Idi Amin, who ruled the country through 
constitutional decrees and used the army as the main instrument of 
government. In 1979, Amin too was overthrown by a combination of 
Ugandan and Tanzanian forces. In the following years, the Ugandan 
military continued to participate actively in Ugandan political processes. 
In 1985, Obote was again elected President, only to be deposed a year 
later by the Museveni-led National Resistance Movement, a rebel 
movement that had been fighting the regime for ears. (90)  
The 1995 Constitution: 
On 27 September 1995, a new constitution was adopted which 
established a quasi-parliamentary system of government, consisting of a 
President, Prime Minster, cabinet, unicameral parliament, Supreme 
Court and Constitutional Court. Its preamble states that the constitution 
shall be based on the 'principles of unity, peace, quality, democracy, 
social justice and progress', and includes a long chapter on 'National 
Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy'. Moreover, Article 1 
of the constitution proclaims the sovereignty of the people, and in 
Article 2, that the constitution 'shall have binding force on all authorities 
and persons throughout Uganda'. In Chapter 4, the constitution stresses 
the importance of the protection of Human Rights, stating that 
'fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual are inherent and not 
granted by the State', and guaranteeing specific rights and freedoms, 
such as the freedom from discrimination, freedom of religion, the 
prohibition of torture and slavery, and the right to privacy, assembly and 
association  
In accordance with Articles 103 and 105 of the constitution, the 
President was elected by universal adult suffrage for a five-year term, 
and he was not being elected to hold office as President for more than 
two terms. However, the constitution was first amended in 2005. The 
amendments were motivated by a push to lift the two-term limit, with 
Article 28 of the Constitutional Amendment Act 2005 stating that, 'A 
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person may be elected under this Constitution to hold office as President 
for one or more terms'. The amendment was designed to permit 
President Museveni to be re-elected and hold presidential office for life, 
up to the age of 75 years. He was elected in 2006, 2011 and, for the 
current term, in February 2016. Furthermore, in 2015 the constitution 
was once again amended but was not affected the presidential rule, 
However, in August 2016, some members of parliament proposed to 
adjust the provision on the presidential age limit, as stated in Article 102 
of the constitution, to not more than 75 years age. The proposal is still 
being debated but will soon be passed for the continuity of power of the 
current President who will rule the country till 2021. It seems therefore 
that the leaders of these four countries, each of whom took power by 
arms and rules by force, and they could not resolve the ethnic conflicts 
and regional crises  
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